











A BETRAYAL

Being unwanted, unloved, uncared for, forgotten by everybody,
1 think that is a much greater hunger, a much greater poverty
than the person who has nothing to eat.-Mother Teresa

WATCH CLIP #5: Bruno and
Shmuel discuss their fathers.

The next time Bruno meets Shmuel, he asks, “Is

your Dad a good man?” Shmuel seems proud of his
watchmaker father. He asks Bruno, “Aren’t you proud
of yours?” Bruno sees such a disconnect between
the propaganda films created by his father and the
everyday life in the internment camp. How can a
seemingly good soldier and devoted father commit
monstrous deeds?

Bruno discovers how easy it can be to turn your back
on a friend. When Shmuel cleans glasses for a party
in Bruno’s house, a Nazi soldier finds the boys chat-
ting. Accusations fly. Bruno denies knowing Shm-
uel. Rather than admitting, “He’s my friend,” Bruno
asserts, “I've never seen him before.” This is how
fear and intimidation can make us betray friends and
even ourselves.

QUESTIONS:

1. Have you seen leaders whose personal beliefs and public
practices were at odds? When have the actions of role models
made you proud? What does courage look like?

2. Have there been times when you’ve betrayed a friend?
How can you make amends with those you’ve shunned or
scorned?



A UNIFORM

The opposite of love is not hate, it’s indifference. The opposite
of art is not ugliness, it's indifference. The opposite of faith

is not heresy, it's indifference. And the opposite of life is not
death, it’s indifference.-Elie Wiesel

Hints of the Holocaust waft into the seemingly protec-
tive confines of the family home. Bruno’s grandmoth-
er refuses to visit the house in the country. The strain
of living within range of a concentration camp wears
upon Bruno’s mother. She is willing to risk charges of
disloyalty. Bruno’s mother decides, “This is no place
for children.” Father begrudgingly agrees.

But Bruno has formed an enduring bond with Shmuel.
He wants to play on his side of the fence. But to do
so, he must put on Shmuel’s uniform. If Bruno puts
on striped pajamas, he can blend into the camp and
bond with Shmuel. When Shmuel’s father goes
missing, Bruno resolves to join the search. Bruno’s
crossover and identification is complete. He wants
to literally step into Shmuel’s shoes. At considerable
risk, he becomes another boy in the striped pajamas.

QUESTIONS:

1. Have you had opportunities to stand up for the truth even
at personal cost? Are you willing to appear “disloyal” by
blowing the whistle on questionable activities?

2. How can you step into another person’s shoes? Who
needs our prayers, solidarity and support today?
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CONCLUSION

The conclusion of The Boy in the Striped Pajamas
results in a stunned, respectful silence. Bruno and
Shmuel put such a compelling face upon a harrow-
ing chapter of human history. It is an opportunity to
remember those who perished in Auschwitz and other
concentration camps.

But The Boy in the Striped Pajamas also offers a
timeless lesson about pushing past the approved re-
ports and explanations for atrocities. As hints of hu-
man rights abuses trickle out of Iraq, China, or Darfur,
we must look closer, ask questions, and listen to the
victims. Beyond the political positioning, real people
deserved to be defended, clothed, comforted and fed.
Are we willing to put on the striped pajamas of prison-
ers and victims around the world?

This is the duty of our generation as we enter the twenty-first
century -- solidarity with the weak, the persecuted, the lonely,
the sick, and those in despair—Elie Wiesel
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